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Success Stories: How Companies Implement Industry 4.0 Technologies 

11:30 to 13:00 (22 February) 
 

Workshop Venue: Crowne Plaza le Palace (Rue Gineste 3, Brussels) 
 

Europe is home to world-leading manufacturing companies of all sizes. Their future is dependent on 

them remaining competitive in a challenging world. Moreover, businesses need to perform in a 

sustainable way – addressing economic, environmental and social sustainability - all at the same time.  

A multitude of factors will determine which companies will be able to stay at the forefront of 

innovation. These factors include, for example, the ability to embrace emerging technologies and 

digitisation, the readiness to exploit new business models and ecosystems, and the capability of 

developing skilled human capital.  

Behind the promise of industry 4.0 lies the assumption that: 

• A variety of new technologies have reached maturity today and can be deployed; 

• These new technologies are affordable, which was not the case some years ago; 

• Fast internet allows the full inter-connection of the factory floor with the whole supply chain 

and not only locally, but globally. 

• Boundaries between sectors and professions are disappearing, which unfolds so far 

unimaginable possibilities of innovation.  

In this context, our workshop aims at demystifying the concepts around “industry 4.0”. We will explore 

the challenges facing companies today as well as demonstrate success stories of companies who have 

effectively implemented industry 4.0 technologies. 

Speakers: 

• Introduction: Maurizio Gattiglio (EFFRA Chairman) & Peter Dröll (Director, DG Research, 

European Commission) 

• Riikka Virkkunen (VTT) 

• Björn Sautter (FESTO) 

• Cecilia Warrol (Teknikföretagen) 

• Philippe Montfort (Renault) 

• Johan Peeters (Bosch Rexroth) 

• Conclusion: Maurizio Gattiglio (EFFRA Chairman) & Max Lemke (Head of Unit, DG CNCT, 

European Commission). 
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During this EFFRA workshop speakers will discuss: 

• Manufacturing in Europe today 

• Examples of challenges facing small, medium and large companies  

• Case studies (i.e. success stories) 

• How national/regional and European initiatives can support companies to overcome 

challenges 

Our workshop speakers are experts from different manufacturing and research sectors who 

understand the needs of European manufacturing enterprises and have participated in EU-supported 

research and innovation from which they will provide examples of success stories. 

Many of these success stories are drawn from projects which have been launched by the EU’s €1.15 

billion ‘Factories of the Future’ research and innovation public-private partnership (PPP). Within this 

partnership, 268 pre-competitive projects to date have emerged, all of them addressing the needs of 

companies and to enable a transition to industry 4.0. 

This workshop is organised by the European Factories of the Future Research Association (EFFRA). 


